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Parliament for the time beiftg to die position of a spectator of events which for the most part it was unable to control.
No Government in such circumstances could be more than transitional. The demobilization of the enormous army which had to be brought back from France and the other theatres of war taxed the energies of all departments, and was not fully accomplished before 1921. The traditional objection of the British people to compulsory military service reasserted itself strongly as soon as the war was over, and much impatience was expressed at the inevitable delays in the return to civil life. Many rash promises of favours to be bestowed on the returning soldiers had been made at the moment of victory, and disappointment set in when it was discovered that an impoverished country had not die means of fulfilling them. There was a brief interval of prosperity while immediate necessities and shortages were made good, but it was soon followed by the inevitable reaction when the great load of war debt—nearly .£8,000,000,000—began to be felt and the crushing taxation which it necessitated produced its effects upon industry. Unemployment set in and rapidly increased as the same causes operated in other countries and were aggravated by the attempts to recover reparations from Germany.
Great fortunes had been made during the war in spite of the efforts of the Government to abate " profiteering " by excess profits taxation, and the contrast between the wealth of those who had stayed at home and made money during the war, and the lot of others who had fought, suffered and returned to poverty and unemployment, became the theme of many orators and led to a demand for a capital levy, which was resisted on the ground that it was impracticable rather than that it was undesirable. The Government made great efforts to reduce expenditure, and appointed a committee, of which Sir Eric Geddes was chairman, to swing the axe on the swollen officialdom which was a legacy from the war, but the pinch of poverty was now being severely felt, and nothing could stay the reaction from the exaggerated mood of December, 1918.
The general unrest found expression in a series of industrial struggles of which the London railway strike in February, 1919, and the coal crisis which followed shordy after it were Q
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